


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-56393944
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40345936


Not all recipient s are equal. Som e, like Fij i, lack the attr ibut es to mak e meaningf ul 
count er of f er s to West er n donor s.  They can try to look for alt er nat ive patr ons but are unlikely 
to succeed because  they do not have much to off er to them in the fir st place. Because they 
lack lever age, they can be per suaded to liber alize, maybe even dem ocr at ize, wit h for eign aid. 
A str at egy of aid allocation that filt er s recipient s by their lever age and emphasizes those 
recipient s that are mor e suscept ible to West er n pressur e is the way for ward. “ Liber alizat ion at 
the mar gins ,” as it wer e.  

The cor ollar y is that recipient s wit h str at egic and comm er cial value to the West will have 
lever age. T hey can use it to def lect West er n pressur e to dem ocr at ize. These reci pient s —  
think of them as the “Egypt s” of the aid- recipient  wor ld — hist or ically got away wit h non -
dem ocr at izat ion. India is an illust r at ive exam ple.  

The case of India-



have lever age, we may have to be creat ive given the lim it at ions. The alter nat ive, a wor ld of 
resur gent aut hor it ar ianism run amok, is much wor se.  
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