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SYRIA SUMMARY 
 Turkey relocated part of its military presence from western Aleppo 

Governorate to Idlib Governorate. 
 Attacks against former opposition fighters and Government of Syria (GoS) 

armed forces continued in Dara’a Governorate. 
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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 
 

 
Figure 2: Turkish military bases and attacks against Turkish armed forces in Idlib Governorate since 
5 March 2020. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED.  
 

Turkish Entrenchment in Idlib Governorate 
The M4 highway is a strategic roadway that runs through opposition-held 
territory in northwest Syria. As per the 5 March 2020 ceasefire agreement 
between Russia and Turkey, a 12-kilometer wide security corridor along the M4 
highway in Idlib Governorate was to be formed and patrolled jointly by Turkey 
and Russia. After several attacks along the M4 highway, Russia suspended its 
participation in the joint patrols until the highway is secured. Since September 
2020, Turkey has conducted solo patrols along the M4 highway in Idlib 
Governorate. (For a history of the joint patrols in Idlib Governorate, see The Carter 
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