


ATLANTA DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
THE RIGHT OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION

We, over 125 members of the global access to information community from 40 countries,
representing governments, civil society organizations, international bodies and financial
institutions, donor agencies and foundations, private sector companies, media outlets and
scholars, gathered in Atlanta, Georgia from February 27-29, 2008, under the auspices of the
Carter Center and hereby adopt the following Declaration and Plan of Action to advance the
passage, implementation, enforcement, and exercise of the right of access to information:

PREAMBLE:

Recognizing that Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19 of the
International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, Article 13 of the American Convention on
Human Rights, and Article 9 of the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights provide for a
right to “seek, receive and impart information,” and Article 10 of the European Convention on
Human Rights establishes a similar right to “receive and impart information;”

Emphasizing that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of Claude Reyes v.
Chile found that Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights recognizes a general
right of access to information and that states must provide a system for exercising that right;

Considering that the Council of Europe, the Organization of American States, and the African
Commission on Human and People’s Rights have adopted clear statements and declarations on
the right of access to information, that there are important right to information initiatives
underway at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, and that the recent
United Nations Convention Against Corruption calls on all states to ensure that the public has
effective access to information;

Acknowledging that the right of access to information is a foundation for citizen participation,
good governance, public administration efficiency, accountability and efforts to combat
corruption, media and investigative journalism, human development, social inclusion, and the
realization of other socio-economic and civil-political rights;

Appreciating that the right of access to information promotes efficient markets, commercial
investment, competition for government business, fair administration and compliance of laws
and regulations;

Convinced that political commitment to the right of access to information is necessary for
adoption and full implementation and enforcement of access to inform



FINDINGS:

The assembled conference hereby finds that:

1.

2.

The fundamental right of access to information is inherent in all cultures and systems of
government.

A lack of access to information disproportionately affects the poor, women and other
vulnerable and marginalized people, and as such the right should be guaranteed to all
sectors of society.

The right of access to information is fundamental to human dignity, equity and peace
with justice.

Transparency is a necessary and powerful instrument for promoting human and state
security.

New technology offers a great potential for facilitating access to information, yet factors
that limit access and data management practices have prevented many from benefiting
from its full potential.

Enacting a comprehensive law is esstpp



The right of access to information should extend to non-state actors under the
conditions enumerated in principle 5 below;

The right of access to information should include a right to request and receive
information, and a positive obligation on public institutions to disseminate
information related to their core function;

The right to request information is independent of a personal interest in that
information, and there should never be a need to provide a justification or reason;
The instrument or law should include procedures designed to ensure the full
implementation and ease of use, with no unnecessary obstacles (such as cost,
language, form or



7.

g. Review of the operation and compliance with the law, by legislative and key
oversight bodies.

Companion legislation that would further promote the right of access to information and
provide a supportive legislative framework should be enacted, including: laws
compelling disclosure of political party and campaign financing; lobbying disclosure;
archiving legislation; whistleblowing protection; and professional public administration
laws. Moreover, contradictory provisions, such as those contained within an Official
Secrets Act, should be repealed.

PLAN OF ACTION

To give effect to the Findings and Principles, the following action plan should be undertaken:

For the International Community:

1.

Intergovernmental organizations - including the United Nations and all of its bodies,
Council of Europe, Organization of American States, African Union, the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development and international financial institutes, regional
development banks, and trade bodies - and international and domestic non-governmental
organizations should give effect to the right of access to information in accordance with
the findings and principles enumerated above.

As the first intergovernmental institution to formulate a specific convention on the right
of access to information, the member states of the Council of Europe should ensure that
the above findings and principles are respected in the future “European Convention on
Access to Official Documents.”

During the World Bank Group’s forthcoming review of its Policy on Disclosure of
Information, the Bank should engage in an open and consultative process to bring its
policy into line with the findings and principles enumerated above. Other international
governmental organizations also should take steps to adopt or bring their information
policies into



7. Regional and international bodies considering the establishment of right of access to
information instruments should ensure that they consult fully with civil society and with
experts in the right of access to information. A panel of experts should be convened to
support these efforts.

8. Passage and implementation of access to information laws should be prioritized as
essential to reporting on progress toward and achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals.

9. Donors should provide funding to support monitoring, analysis and assessment of the
implementation and impact of the right of access to information, including through
scholarly research, the development of appropriate indicators and practical evaluation
tools.

For States:

10. Every state should provide for the right of access to information in keeping with the
findings and principles enumerated above.

11. States should integrate promotion of the right of access to information into their own
national development and growth st



For Corporate, Professional and Civil Society Organizations:

18. Multi-national corporations and large domestic businesses should establish voluntary
commitments to proactively disclose information in the public interest, and such efforts
should be encouraged and supported.

19. Technology innovators should develop and share new methods for the promotion of the
right of access to information.

20. Additional scholarship and study on the right of access to information, implementation of

relevant laws, socio-economic impact, politics of compliance, exercise of the right, its
enforcement, and how it changes peoples’ lives should be undertaken.
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www.cartercenter.org/accesstoinformation.html



